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By
Mother Teresa

This is the way we greet the people in India, I have come from India to
thank you and every individual family throughout the States for the kindness and
for the love you have shown for the work of God which is bel ng done through the
Missionaries of Charity. For many years I have been praying with the Sisters
that we may be able to do something for the mother and the child in the slums,
But as you know, we work only for the poorest of the poor. The amount of things
we got was just enough to meet the needs of the day, We had no place, we had no
doctor, we had no money to start the work for the mother and the child. And the
whole Convent and the children in the slums prayed and it was very strange that
in the same week, so to say in the same day, we got the answer, By the morning
mail I got a letter from Mrs. Macketich to say that her group had vowed and
promised to start the work in India for the mother and the child, The NMadonna Plan,

In the afternoon I had the letter from a lady doctor, an English lady
doctor who had seen the work, and she wanted to join the congregation and do the
work for the mother and the child. Next day I got a letter to say that the land
that I had been looking for can be ours. So the place, the money, and the person
to do the work came as an answer to a prayer and today we have seven such clinics
where the Sisters, with the lay doctors, Bengali and Mohammedan, work for the
same idea, with the same love, with the same devotion for their own people- the
people of the slums. Last year, ending December 31, we had treated 74,000 people
that passed through the dispensaries, that have been cared for and helped, Now
we have three other Sisters who will be soon finished as doctors and will be able
to go further in - into the hearts of the slums that up till now we have not been
able to go because of want of Sisters who could do the work. I'm sure most of you,
through I think, Miss Egan, my friend, know how the Congregation of the Missiona-
ries of Charity began,

We are only ten years old now and we have 119 Sisters, among whom we have
one from SanDiego, one from Cermany, one English, one from Yugoslavia and myself
from Albania. And the rest are all Indian women that come from the best families.
That is the beauty of the thing which the Hindu people do not understand - how
such girls as these give up their university degrees, give up their home, they
give up thelr social standing and they come down to help to sanctify those people
that are created to the image of God. A government high official said once: '"You
and we do the same social work. But the difference between you and us is one that
we cannot pass over. You work for somebody and we work for something." He knew
that Somebody is Jesus in distressing disguise of the people, which the Sisters,
on their rounds in the streets and the slums pick up daily and take to Nirmal
Hriday, the Home for the Dying.

Up to now in this six years we have picked up over 13,000 people of which
over 5,000 have gone to God, They died a beautiful death - a death that only




1d father, His name was Dilip.- His back was broken in two or three Lo
places and. was one big wound._ And this boy ‘was brought by his: father to Nirmal _
“Fhen he came: he used to- scream with pain. Nothing would take away theaf” G
uffering;from that young boy and then ‘the Sisters went to him.f They: washed and3:i'jz"'
him and they spoke to him of One Who. ‘had suffered Just like him == Jesus;j;rii_ .
"And on the next day when I went to. ‘the Home I. found the boy lying:'l]=lf3; e
. He was suffering and He' would not take ‘any morphine or. anything to stop. o
"ﬁ"pain;; He wanted to suffer.f The ‘third day I saw him and I knew he was goingg}icufljff
~to die and ‘I told him: “Dilip, you are going to’ die very soon and 1'm very glads_;li;-'

' ou are going to God and all your suffering will be finishedaﬁ' He looked up andfllr
esaid "Nb I'm very sorry 'to die because I've learned to suffer for the’ 1ove of

'Scmebody Who has suffered for me first.? And. in one’ voice he cried out: "My Godg*
I.love You with my whole heart and soul,ﬂu And he - died! That was a heautiful i
'picture of what the grace of God can do in a 1ife filled with suffering.-;zfgvh.f

And also they brought the mother with two children little Nirmal and
’Shunil One was two years old andthe other four.: She had walked for: several :
;miles to come to the Hbme but as she was in. the last stages of T.B: she collapsedj
fon the way and - then the ambulance came to pick her up.: She asked:”"Take me to
Mother s home;"' Everybodyfin Calcutta knows the Mcther s ho'e.f

St 'Examples such'as this happen:daily
:people feel =it is you who shared in it. _ .
-'-"i’rom the States from. the Catholic Relief: Service that has enabled me to' bring
'}jsc much happiness ‘to so many people.. In the dispensaries and the clinics that we’,
fﬂ;have thoughout the city, hundreds of people come with their little childrenq, They'__
’Hfiknow the Sisters love them, and ‘also’ they need, it is. true, “the’ medicine._But ‘much’
S more: they need love and affection.' We give it to them freely. Many people in:g}fff“
5g7Ca1cutta also’ help us with our groups around the city.g Hindu ladies wash bottles. .
”l'for'us gather match boxes for us,_empty tins -etc. Also old: clothes and shoes andf:._
'ifbring them to us for the dispensaries._ The people in the slums use the empty tins ”]7;f
H._?;to drink and to eat from._ The little match boxes we use to distribute the media*:"”
=p-}cine'to the prople,_ And so everybody shares in the work. i

~have a home for crippled children,, we pick up children from the streets _
iand very often when we pick up the mother or the father, there is always one or twoj-
f';children with them., Ve bring them to. this home for crippled children, Those who'
' are not. sick we try to find homes for themr_ A family adopts ‘them;,: and S0 up to
_57now we have about 35 children who have been adopted by Bengali Catholic families j o
__:“and once a month they hring them to the Motherhouse to see the Sisters i In this Coni
. Home: for crippled children we have children that have been: picked up trom the’ slumsnﬂf
f“7and also children that e bring up every Tuesday - ahout 40 children from the slunSxf
”land get them. screened. This x—ray machine was given by the American Women s Group
aof Calcutta._ They raised the money and they bought the machine and from that time




_'H:and kept in this Home for Children until ‘guch time that they e
nd are able to go back to: the slumsas Through the clinics also they find

e give'them commercial training in shorthand and typing and then we. get the o

mil' by getting work for the young mother. Arnd those who are not able to learn

:Heir families,f In this way the Madonna Plan has done its work and 1t has done tha

 Young mothers ‘come to us and those who are 2 little bit better edu—f”ﬂ" i
rs to go around the town and find jobs for them, Tn that way we help the: whole"" S

the Sisters teach them tailoring and they are able to get work and provide for;__j'”‘

others of India the good which you a11 have in your minds and the desire to do, ”Q-}.“'"

viWe in India 1ove ouy: children. The mothers, as poor as they may be, as sick
‘as they may be'- they cling to. their childreno A’ leper WOman 1iving far away from
~Titaghur, that is one of our leper centers had heard that the Sisters are taking _
‘care of the 1eper patients,_ She had: 1t herself ‘and she had a little child of two'
thakti ‘was her name,. "Bhakti" means "1ovea ™ She walked eight miles to’ the clinic
ﬁjust to make—sure that her little Bhakti didn’t have ‘the’ dissase,' She thought that
ﬁshe saw on her body a white spot the sign of the diseaSe. . And. though her feet were
‘half eaten,away, and her hands were without fingers, still this braVe woman this
floving woman carried the child all the way for eight miles to: the Sisters to make
:'ure that her child did: not have leprosy,_ And’ when Sister examined her and:found
:that the child was safe she was so happy she was_not afraid to walk:back .all the

fname. When I went there she only;asked-J "Mother. as I'have got.a,terrible_

3Tfand my days are counted take my:chi d, get him a home, : love him.":-I took the
,.tchild and I told her--."well,-as 1ong as you are alive, come twice or. three times a
i day, if you 1ike,'and see the childg I will keep the child with me as long ig you
_F;;are alive. And there was this woman walking at least two or: three miles every day,
"' and she loved the child in ‘such an heroic way, She would not totich ‘the child and

. begged me: . “Mother, take my- child in your apms; you love him and by seeing you -
'ﬁrflove him that will give me pleasure, because if I touch the child I may give him theg
disease,ﬁ:'This is what the Madonna Plan has done for. India,__lt has helped the ;?,;.
";Sisters to draw out of those good mothers the hest in them.:-~ e

The mothers in India have very 1ittle pleasure indeede They have to work-—

S dos is a work hard to human nature ‘and they have to work very often starving, and
';fthey have to work very often for long hours,- And yet, all these ‘years: that I haVe
been working in ‘the slums, I can, in all sincerity, say I have never beard a single

'not the work like you have to ‘do. this side of the world = hut the work they have to-;f*V

Hﬁiwoman complain._ I have never heard ‘one’ of them say--."Why have I to suffer?" ijxf;ji“-“~

.: have never heard They arefhappy in their suffering.-a .

S We have many schools in ‘the slums, Over 4 000 children come to the schools,
jd_and our schools are not in a building, but under the tree-- in the street - in the

.fgather them up and we teach them 'and when the oisters do not turn up, their mothersf
take their place,”'Some days back four 1ittle'children didn‘t come to school and I




- asked the .fmother.l:"lt is 10 o clock already, why don't your children
'h_schcol?ﬂf-"They are: fast aeleep;" was her answer, "I mak e them sleep,.l:_"_ R _

: hem: 1 sleep, because 1f they are awake they will cry for food” and L haven’t'_'“ffj-_'“.'_._.':.-i
Ian: hingzto_give,ﬁ_'Chi]dren suffer much But they, too they are the happiest l”
‘children: I have ever seen] . They wake up: at night and thev ask their mother.- "When
__mo;row " when’ will Sister come?' ' They don’t’ think it is something Wrong for
to go’ to bed without food.: They are thinking ahout tomOrrow when Sister will

o In the work for the lepers we have clinics also and we. take care of the f'th:'_ ,
_fand the child Just as well am we do in the ordinary clinics1 3 800 we have-'fﬂfﬁ;w-*
t present in our hands and we can get thera with a mobile clinic, - The ambulance :
ae'donated by the Catholic Relief Services, and it has been woﬁ{ing for the last
ve years.- That ‘ambulance is used for everything - carrying the dead and the
-iving = fo carry medicines and the Sisters and everybody else. In these clinics
ihelp them also in the streets. We go to a center where the families get to-
'fOne such ie in Titaghur. In that center alone we have over 200 people :}57“;.=;
“In Calcutta itself we have over 30,0000 .. .
: _Y cases and at present 1t is the Sisters that care for them, with the help o
we get from the Government ~ in that they train our Sisterea Every year they trainﬂ'ﬁ
Sisters fDr the mecical work amcng the lepers.. The Sisters are as you see the e
Sister'here. (Hblds up a picture). This is: Sister Shanti . She is a girl from
) She is in charge of the leper work there and. she does the work very"

fhave'started to work but T go to the people = the Hindus and Mohammedans
”the Christians and I tell them~' "I have come to give you a; chance to do something
gbeautiful for God." And the poor people they all want to do something beautiful g
ﬂfor God and they come. forward‘ ' i ety Sl

b Mbre than things and money I need the people themselves to coime to the people
Tﬁlto cone. to the poor, that the poor may see they are loved,' And that is what 15 fﬁ'
'nhappenimg in Calcutta,l_L IRETEEAE ARt T . . 3

We may not have done much work but ‘we have broken the wall between the richl_
.;and the poor = between the highest ‘social’ standing ‘of Brahmin and’ the poorest of - ”f;
the poor in the slums, ~We haVe Brahmin of ‘the highest sccial standing who, as you"”'
:?know- the Caste system forbids them to come in ‘touch: with ‘the poorest of the . poor.
;And yet"those ladies and those gentlemen come regularly to  the home for the dying PR
to. wash them and fGEG them. And we give work to! the gentlemen to shave the men: andﬁ' o
._3}they ‘feel so happy. that somehody can come and sit near their bed and ‘touch them- andﬁ
"fglove them.- It makes al} the: difference,_and that 1s’ why, whenever you gc to any off-h*_
.- these places wheré the Sisters are working, the neople are always smiling. You AR
33never hear them complain._ Ae much as. they suffer, they never Say anything - they
jare happy gﬁij,;gz G :




hav _never spoken in public.  This 19 my first time, and to beffi--

: ofjthe_poor, 1t is a Grace of God, And as the Hbly Father has said;u
'These_'orks of Love'" I am glad to say that with my whole heart I offer you to_': 
1n Thesa Works of Lova..-_fua i SRS




